REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE
MINISTRIA E FINANCAVE
AGJENCIA E INTELIGJENCES FINANCIARE

INFORMATION ON THE DRAFTING OF
"NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE PREVENTION OF MONEY
LAUNDERING AND THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM™ 2024-2030
AND
ACTION PLAN

Pursuant to decision no. 1 date 27.12.2023 of the Coordinating Committee of the Fight
Against Money Laundering during the month of January 2024, the Technical Inter-
Institutional Working Group (IEWG) commenced working on the drafting of the
"National Strategy for the Prevention of Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing
2024-2030 and action plan™ within the first six months of 2024.

The main aim of drafting this Strategy and its Action Plan is to be used as a guidance
for all institutions involved in the fight against money laundering and terrorist
financing.

The commitment of the members of the IEWG was affirmed at the first meeting, to
provide relevant contributions and proposals in order to draft a comprehensive strategy,
addressing at its best the challenges that our country faces in context of money
laundering and financing of terrorism. Furthermore, supported by the GIZ office in
Albania, by contracting a local expert, an intensive work was conducted, along with
different meetings in responsible institutions, including public institutions and the main
actors of the private sector. In total, several meetings were held with 60 about
representatives of 24 institutions. The meetings were coordinated by AlF.

Briefly, below is an overview of the meetings:

e On March 27, 2024, AIF representatives jointly with the expert contracted by
GIZ held a meeting at the premises of the General Prosecutor's Office where the
topics discussed at the meeting were taken into consideration by including them
in the strategy document.

e On March 27, 2024, representatives of the State Police met at the premises of
the AIF with the expert contracted by GIZ accompanied by representatives of
the AIF. In this meeting, various topics were discussed regarding the prevention
of money laundering and terrorist financing, which were taken into
consideration and included in the strategy document.

e On March 29, 2024, representatives of AIF and the expert contracted by GIZ
held a meeting at SPAK premises with representatives of the Special
Prosecutor's Office. This was a very constructive meeting where the challenges
regarding the prevention of money laundering and the financing of terrorism
were discussed, as well as addressing them as best as possible by engaging in the
closest and most constructive cooperation between the two institutions.
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Discussion topics and suggestions given have been taken into consideration and
included in the strategy document.

On March 29, 2024, at NBI premises, AIF representatives and the expert
contracted by GIZ held a meeting with NBI representatives. In this meeting, the
ongoing challenges regarding money laundering and terrorist financing were
discussed. The present representative introduced their  concrete
recommendations which were taken into consideration and included in the
strategy document.

On April 2, 2024, representatives of AlF, jointly with the expert contracted by
GlZ, held another meeting within the framework of the drafting of the Strategy
in the premises of the General Directorate of Taxes with representatives of this
institution. In this meeting, the role of Taxation administration in mitigating the
risks that NGOs may face during their operation was mainly discussed. The
recommendations of the parties were taken into consideration and included in
the strategy document.

On April 2, 2024, in the premises of the General Directorate of Customs,
representatives of this institution and representatives from AlF, together with the
expert contracted by GIZ, held a meeting in the framework of the drafting of the
National Strategy. In this meeting, various issues faced by Customs Checkpoints
were discussed, mainly related to cash declarations on the threshold and
precious stones, as well as checks by customs authorities. Discussion topics and
suggestions provided have been taken into consideration and included in the
strategy document.

On April 3, 2024, a meeting was held in the premises of the Financial
Supervision Authority with representatives of this institution and representatives
from the AIF jointly with the expert contracted by GIZ where were mainly
discussed the measures that should be foreseen in the draft strategy in relation to
the subjects that are supervised by the FSA and the plans short-term and long-
term regarding the compliance of the legislation with the best international
standards. Furthermore, an important topic was the role of this institution in the
subgroup "For virtual assets", established pursuant to of Decision no. 1/2023 of
CCFML, with the participation as well from representatives of AIF, the State
Police and the General Directorate of Taxes. An important topic during the
discussion was also focused on the future work of the FSA, which will evaluate
and prepare the relevant legal changes, in cooperation with the relevant
institutions, after examining the degree of approximation of the European
regulation for the markets of crypto-assets "Markets in Crypto-assets ", part of a
package of regulations which aim to improve the competitiveness of the FinTech
sector with the Albanian legislation, This is a job that will serve the FIA on a
technical level, as with the approval of the recent structural changes, the FIA
will have a sector dedicated to ML risks in the FinTech sector. Discussion topics
and recommendations provided have been taken into consideration and included
in the strategy document.

On April 4, 2024, given the necessity of the participation of the private sector in
the drafting of the strategy, a meeting was held in the premises of the FIA
between the representatives of the FIA accompanied by the expert contracted by
GIZ and the representatives of the private sector such as the Association of
Banks, the Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREA), Albanian Foreign
Exchange Association (AFEA), Builders' Association, National Chamber of
Advocacy and National Chamber of Notaries. In this meeting, the focus was on
the possibilities of drafting more detailed by-laws and the need for conducting
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more training for the subjects in order to be more acquainted with the legal
criteria and standards in the field of preventing money laundering and terrorist
financing. Discussion topics and relevant proposals have been taken into
consideration and included in the strategy document.

e On April 4, 2024, a meeting was held at the premises of the Ministry of the
Interior with representatives of the Ministry of the Interior, the General
Directorate of the State Police and the Agency for the Administration of
Confiscated and Seized Assets, where the focus of the meeting was on the need
to reflect on The Action Plan of detailed measures as well as the omission of
overlapping measures with similar ones in other Organized Crime Strategies and
the possibility of increasing further inter-institutional cooperation in the
investigative phases and finally in the phases of seizures and blocking of
transactions. Discussion topics and relevant proposals have been taken into
consideration and included in the strategy document.

e On April 5, 2024, a meeting was held at the premises of the State Cadastre
Agency, where the discussion was focused on the need to revise Law no.
9917/2008 "On the prevention of Money Laundering and financing of terrorism”
related to the threshold of reporting the sale of real estate by SCA to FIA given
the context of market prices of real estates sales. Also, it was reported by SCA
officials regarding the further continuation of the work for the registration of
rural areas, a point included in the Action Plan of ICRG/FATF which was
implemented during the increased monitoring by ICRG.

e On April 4 and on April 5, meetings were held with representatives of the
Institute of Authorized Accounting Experts and with the Public Oversight
Board, respectively. In the first meeting, the need by to become more acquainted
with specific typologies of money laundering was emphasized by IAAE with the
involvement of auditors/accountants, as well as additional trainings by FIA for
subjects. As for the meeting with the Public Supervisory Board, their
commitment to support AIF with training was affirmed and, among other things,
the initiative for the drafting of the Strategy was highly praised. Discussion
topics and relevant recommendations have been taken into consideration and
included in the strategy document.

e On April 8, 2024, a meeting was held at the premises of the National
Registration Center, in which there were discussions on the functioning of the
Register of Beneficial Owners and the impose of administrative sanctions. In
this meeting, the necessity of NBC to gain assistance by NBC through trainings
related to better elaboration of FATF international standards for areas affecting
the transparency of beneficial owners was also raised. Discussion topics and
relevant proposal have been taken into consideration and included in the strategy
document

By the end of the meeting phase, the first draft of the Strategy was drafted, in which all
the suggestions received from these meetings were included The concluded preliminary
draft was presented at the April 11 meeting of the IEWG. Furthermore, the draft
strategy was forwarded for consideration to all public and private institutions involved
in this process. Several institutions sent relevant comments which are reflected in the
draft strategy document, including the main contribution by: the Ministry of Defense,
the National Bureau of Investigation, the General Prosecutor's Office, the NAREA
Association and the Albanian Association of Banks, as well as the agreement of the
Bank of Albania, the National Business Center, the Ministry of Justice, the Special
Prosecutor's Office and the General Directorate of the State Police.
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The draft strategy document has undergone through an a comprehensive and extensive
consultation process through electronic communication and direct meetings with the
institutions involved, but also this draft document has been published on the official
websites of all public and private institutions, giving the opportunity to each interest
group to make the relevant contribution.

The draft strategy document has been published on the official websites of public
institutions and private partners, as follows:

Ministry of Finance: Link: https://financa.gov.al/newsroom/draft-strategjia-kombetare-
per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-terrorizmit-2024-2030/
Ministry of Interior: Link: https://mb.gov.al/konsultime/

Ministry of Justice: Link: https://www.drejtesia.gov.al/njoftim-per-konsultim-publik-
draft-strategjia-kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-
terrorizmit-2024-2030/

Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs: Link: https://www.punetejashtme.gov.al/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/Strategjia-Kombetare-per-Parandalimin-e-Pastrimit-te-Parave-
1.pdf

SPAK: Link https://spak.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Strategjia-Kombetare-per-
Parandalimin-e-Pastrimit-te-Parave.pdf

Albanian State Police: Link: https://asp.gov.al/njoftim-per-konsultim-publik-draft-
strategjia-kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-
terrorizmit-2024-2030/

National Bureau of Investigation: Link: https://spak.gov.al/informacione-dokumente-
bkh/

Financial Supervision Authority: Link: https://amf.gov.al/news.asp?id=43167

State  Cadaster Agency: Link: https://www.ashk.gov.al/2024/06/04/strategjia-
kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-terrorizmit-2024-
2030/

Albanian Agency of Financial Intelligence: Link: https:/fiu.gov.al/njoftim-per-
konsultim-publik-draft-strategjia-kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-
dhe-financimit-te-terrorizmit-2024-2030/

General Directorate of Customs: Link: https://dogana.gov.al/dokument/5257/strategjia-
kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-1

General Directorate of Taxation: Link:
https://www.tatime.gov.al/d/8/45/45/1801/njoftim-per-konsultim-publik-draft-strategjia-
kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-terrorizmit-2024-
2030

National Business Center: Link: https://gkb.gov.al/redaksia/njoftime/draft-strategjia-
komb%C3%ABtare-p%C3%ABr-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-t%C3%AB-parave-dhe-
financimit-t%C3%AB-terrorizmit-2024-2030/

Public Oversight Board: Link: https://bmp.al/njoftime/

National Chamber of Notaries: Link: https://notariati.al/2024/06/03/per-konsultim-
publik-strategjia-kombetare-per-parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave-dhe-financimit-te-
terrorizmit-2024-2030/
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v" National Chamber of Advocacy: Link: https://dhka.org.al/sq/njoftim-per-konsultim-
publik-mbi-strategjine-ppp-ft-2024-2030/

v" NAREA: Link: https://narea.al/kuadri-ligjor-regullator/

v Institute of Authorised Auditors : Link: https://ieka.al/strategjia-kombetare-per-
parandalimin-e-pastrimit-te-parave/

The concluded preliminary draft was made available to the Office of the Council of
Europe in Tirana, which enabled its review by an international expert in the field,
finnacialy supported by the the Program "Action against Economic Crime in Albania,
part of the joint program of the European Union and the Council of Europe, 'Horizontal
Instrument for the Western Balkans and Turkey 111",

The recommendations of the international expert on the improvement of the draft
strategy were introduced at the IEWG meeting held on 11.06.2024.

Following the meeting, FIA integrated the recommendations of the international expert
and the institutions involved in this process.

The public institutions part of IEWG contributed to further suggestions in the
improvement of the strategy document as follows:

e Ministry of Defense, State Export Control Authority, General Prosecutor's
Office, National Bureau of Investigation, General Directorate of State Police,
National Business Center.

e The following institutions sent their approval by official letter: Ministry for
Europe and Foreign Affairs, Bank of Albania, State Agency of Cadastre, High
Inspectorate of Declaration of Assets and Conflict of Interests.

e Remaining institutions approved in silence.

Also, the revised strategy document was re-consulted with the interest groups of the
private sector, at the same time members of the IEWG, specifically FIA held
consultation meetings with the members of the Inter-institutional Technical Working
Group on July 4-5 and 8 IEWG representatives of interest groups from the private
sector, as follows:

Albanian Association of Banks;

National Chamber of Advocacy;

National Chamber of Notaries;

Association of Builders of Albania;

Institute of Authorized Accounting Experts (IEKA);
Albanian Association of Foreign Exchange Offices (AFEA);
Albanian Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREA).

The consolidated document of the "National Strategy "For the Prevention of Money
Laundering and Financing of Terrorism 2024-2030" and the Action Plan with the
contribution of all members of the ITWG is expected to be approved by the
Coordinating Committee of the Fight Against Money Laundering headed by the Prime
Minister of Albania, within the month of July 2024.
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